BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
His father seemed very full of the merits of his son, and
told the company he was a good scholar, and a poet, and
wrote latin verses. His figure and manner appeared strange
to them; but he behaved modestly, and sat silent, till upon
something which occurred in the course of conversation, he
suddenly struck in and quoted Macrobius; and thus he gave
the first impression of that more extensive reading in which
he had indulged himself.
His tutor, Mr Jorden, fellow of Pembroke, was not, it
seems, a man of such abilities as we should conceive requisite
for the instructor of Samuel Johnson, who gave me the fol-
lowing account of him. 'He was a very worthy man, but a
heavy man, and I did not profit much by his instructions. In-
deed, I did not attend him much. The first day after I came
to college I waited upon him, and then staid away four. On
the sixth, Mr Jorden asked me why I had not attended. I
answered I had been sliding in Christ-Church meadow. And
this I said with as much nonchalance as I am now talking
to you. I had no notion that I was wrong or irreverent to
my tutor. Bo SWELL: That, Sir, was great fortitude of
mind.' JOHNSON : "No, Sir; stark insensibility.'
The ^morbid melancholy,' which was lurking in his con-
stitution, and to which we may ascribe those particularities,
and that aversion to regular life, which, at a very early
period, marked his character, gathered such strength in his
twentieth year, as to afflict him in a dreadful manner. While
he was at Lichfield, in the college vacation of the year 1729,
he felt himself overwhelmed with an horrible hypochondria,
with perpetual irritation, fretfulness, and impatience; and
with a dejection, gloom, and despair, which made existence
misery. From this dismal malady he never afterwards was
perfectly relieved; and all his labours, and all his enjoy-
ments, were but temporary interruptions of its baleful in-
fluence.
Johnson, upon the first violent attack of this disorder,
strove to overcome it by forcible exertions. He frequently
walked to Birmingham and back again, and tried many other
expedients, but all in vain. His expression conceniing it to me
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